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SELECT COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE THE
JANUARY 6TH ATTACK ON THE U.S. CAPITOL,
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

WASHINGTON, D.C.

INTERVIEW OF: RAY EPPS

Friday, January 21, 2022

Washington, D.C.

The interview in the above matter was held via Webex, commencing at 1:04 p.m.

Present: Representatives Schiff, Murphy, Aguilar, and Kinzinger.
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A Yes, sir.

Q  So, today, we're going to go through a lot of the same topics that we went
through in November, okay, so just to kind of give you the highlight where we're heading
for today.

The first thing | want to talk about is | believe that you were a member of the Oath

Keepers at one point --

A | was.
Q -- is that correct?
A | was.

Q  Canyou please tell us how you came about joining the Oath Keepers, how
long you were in the Oath Keepers, and just your experiences in the Oath Keepers?

A There was a -- oh, geez. | think it was called the 912 March, and | think the
Tea Party took credit for it or tried to take credit forit. We -- | took my dad to
Washington, the first I'd ever been to Washington, and we met the Oath Keepers there.
We attended a dinner, and | thought they were pretty -- pretty stand-up guys. They
were law enforcement, prior law enforcement, prior military and other people that -- that
wanted to know more about the oath, and so | joined up with them.

Q  What year was this that you joined the Oath Keepers?

A You know, | -- I'm thinking it was 2009, 2010, somewhere around there.

Q  And how long did you stay in the organization?

A Probably a couple years.

Q Anddid you have any roles while you were a member of the Oath Keepers?
A | oversaw Arizona as a chapter president.

Q  And why did you eventually leave the Oath Keepers?

A There was a -- a push to -- not a push. Stewart wanted to -- there was



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

some things going on in Washington and Portland. | think it was Portland. It was
Portland. |think that's when antifa had first come out, and we were seeing a lot of
things. They were burning things and doing different things on the news, and he
thought that it would be wise if we were to go there and try to direct them, get in with
them and direct them to do things other -- other ways. | didn't agree with that, so we
kind of split ways.

Q Gotit.

A They were too radical -- too radical for my -- my likes, so --

Q Thankyou. So now, | want to fast forward from the couple of years that
you were in the Oath Keepers to the 2020 general election. Did you support former
President Trump in that election?

A Idid.

Q  Andduring this period around and after the election, did you have concerns
about how the election went with the voting and all in 20207

A Idid.

Q  Please tell us about the concerns you had surrounding the 2020 election?

A Well, you know, there was a lot of hype about it. You listen to some of that
hype, but | try not to judge onit. But we had something happen on our property, our
farm. And we have two addresses on our farm. It's kind of unique. And one of the
addresses that we do not live at received five ballots -- well, no -- received three ballots,
and we received two ballots at our location, at our -- our address.

Those three ballots, we had never -- we've owned the property for now 12 years.
We never heard of the people that -- that were on the ballots. My wife actually told the
mail carrier to keep one of them and send it back. The other two she got, and she tore

them up, and she threw them in the trash. She told me about it, and | told her, you
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| guess, was anyone else in your family or any friends, were they going to the
rally? Is that what influenced you in wanting to go on January 6th?

A Well, my -- my son was going to go, and he had -- he had let me know that
he was going, probably the end of December, and our workload wouldn't allow me to go.
| mean, | -- | had too much going on. So -- and at that point, my wife found out that Jim
was going, and she insisted that | go because there was a lot of hype. | mean,
people -- you know, antifa stuff going on. All these -- you know, there was a lot of stuff
going on at that time, so she was worried for his safety, and so we decided to make
arrangements so that | could be there.

Q  When you say Jim, is that your son's name, Jim?

A Yeah. Jimismyson. He's--

Q Okay. Andsoitsounds like, just to break that down a bit, your son had
invited you before you made the decision to go?

A Yes.

Q  And you initially told him that you weren't able to go because you had work.
Is that correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q Thankyou. And explain to us -- so your wife, then, stepped in and talked to
you about possibly going on January 6th?

A Yes, sir.

Q  And what was the concern that your wife expressed to you about why she
wanted you to go with your son on January 6th?

A His safety.

Q  What was the safety concern that you all might have had? You mentioned

antifa, but let's break -- let's just explain that a little bit more.
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of the day.

Q  So when did you arrive back in the Washington D.C. area, or back in the city?

A I'm not sure. | --

Q It could be, like, generic. Was it nighttime, that evening, or just --

A | -- I don't believe it was dark yet, so it's -- it was probably 4-ish, 5-ish.

Q  And when you returned back to D.C., what did you all do? What was your
next steps that day?

A It was kind of difficult, because there wasn't a lot of restaurants open, so I'm
trying to -- oh, yeah, yeah, yeah. |doremember. We had a gentleman that kept trying
to call me while we were gone, and he is from Arizona, and | don't -- just a second. |
can't find it here.

| believe his last name is Carver. He had called several times and tried to reach
us, so | called him back. He wanted to meet us for dinner. And | had met him one
other time at a VFW, and | didn't really remember him, but that's okay. So we met at a
small restaurant and had dinner.

Q  So we saw in your call records an individual named Mr. Paul Carver on
January 5th. Is that the individual that was calling you?

A It was Paul Carver, yes, sir.

Q Did you all eat in D.C. or in the Virginia or Maryland side? Do you recall
where you all actually had dinner?

A It was in the Maryland side, | believe.

Q  And so after you had dinner with Mr. Carver, | believe -- was your son with
you during dinner?

A Yes, sir.

Q  Andyourson's friend as well?
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34

Q  Sothere was an article that was printed in the Arizona Republic shortly after
January 6th, and in it, you discussed this video specifically with the reporter. In the
article, you described your statement about going into the Capitol as the only thing that |
meant is we would go in the doors like everyone else. It was totally, totally wrong, the
way they went in, was what you were quoted as saying. What did you mean -- | think
you've alluded to this, but what did you mean when you said, Go in the doors like
everyone else? The doors to the Capitol, I'm assuming.

A Well, that's the way we get in if we go into any building, legally and without

force.
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vehicles in that area, just get in an area and know the surroundings and know the escape
routes.

Q  When you say "get there early," are you referring to the rally at the Ellipse?
Is that where you went that morning?

A The -- yes, sir.

Q  And it sounds like you were trying to make sure you were aware of escape
routes or any types of possible danger. What -- again, I've asked you this question about
other days, but what was your mindset heading into the January 6th rallies themselves?

A That there could be problems, you know, with everything that had happened
previous to that, things you watched on the news, Portland, places on the East Coast as
well.

So my mindset was keep safe, avoid potential problems.

Q  What was the general mood? Right? You said, on January 5th, people
you described as pretty happy, it sounded like, other than the few disturbances. What
was the general mood on the morning of January 6th?

A It was kind of a party atmosphere. Everybody was there, happy, in a good
mood. Itwasgood. | mean, everybody seemed happy.

Q  Andinterms of preparing for escape routes or danger, where do you
normally get your information, | guess, to inform of possible threats or the climate when
you go to an event; any sources? Or just describe those for us.

A Just watching the news, Fox in general at the time.

Q  Was your son -- | think you said your son was with you when you went out
there to the rally that morning?

A Yes, sir; my son and his friend.

Q  Anddid you stay for the start of the rally, | guess, when you all arrived?
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making sure that we would be there.

Q  Did anyone tell you to announce this direction to the crowd to go to the
Capitol after President Trump's speech?

A No, sir.

Q  Any law enforcement official advise you to instruct the crowd to go towards
the Capitol after President Trump's speech?

A No, sir.

Q  What was your purpose, | guess? What was your goal in instructing people
to walk to the Capitol after President Trump's speech?

A As | said before, there was some -- | had some questions about the election.
It wasn't -- it wasn't -- a lot of people had problems with the election, be it for different
reasons. | thought it was important that our elected officials know we had a problem
with the election. We shouldn't have a problem with the election.

Q Andso--

A It should be obvious who won, and there shouldn't be room for doubt, so --

Q  lunderstand.

So you said you started walking to the Capitol, and you saw a crowd of people
walking or running towards the Capitol. And just help me understand. This was before
or after President Trump started speaking?

A | believe it was right after he started speaking.

Q  Okay. So President Trump starts speaking around noon. Is this around
the same time, | guess, now that you start walking towards the Capitol? Is that fair?

A About that time, yes, sir.

Q  And who are you walking with during this time? Who were you walking

with to the Capitol, if anyone?
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A | wasn't walking with anybody. | called a few people out on the way there
that had megahorns -- you know, megaphones that were trying to incite things and, you
know, tried to get them to stop, and then we were at the Capitol.

Q  What were the people with the megaphones saying that made you want to
say something to them and then what --

A It was the same rhetoric that they were spreading around the night of the
5th: F antifa, George Soros, and all -- the same stuff.

Q  And what were you saying to them in response?

A It's not about that.

The one gal was saying -- you know, trying to get everybody all riled up about
antifa. And|told her: |think you're probably antifa trying to incite things.

And she stopped and ran ahead, but --

Q  Solwant to make sure I've got this straight. At this time, you're
not -- you're not with your son or his friend anymore at this point?

A No.

Q Do you know where they were, your son and his friend?

A | don't. |don't know where they were.

Q  Approximately when did you all get separated? Was it during the rally or
just when you started walking towards the Capitol?

A When | started walking towards the Capitol. I'm not sure how long after |
left that they left.

Q  And | guess -- because you explained earlier that Ms. Epps, in particular, kind
of talked you into going on January 6th to, one, have a family trip, but also to look out for
your son. Is that fair?

A Yes, sir.
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Q  Sojust help me understand then why you would leave your son during the
rally to move on to the Capitol.

A | -- we were taking turns on the corner trying to keep our seats. Your seats
would disappear pretty quick, so we were kind of taking turns doing that. We did get
separated. |'m not sure what my thought process was there, except | needed to be in
the front. | don't know how long they left -- | think they probably left pretty soon after |
did. Idon'tknow. Idon't have ananswer to that.

Q Noworries.

You said you wanted to get out in front just now. | guess -- and | think you have
alluded to this before, but what were you trying to get out in front of as you started
walking towards the Capitol?

A Well, there's a few different reasons. One, we were freezing our butts off.
It was cold out. If we were going to get in the Capitol, | wanted to be inside. My son
since has referenced the same thing. We weren't dressed properly for it.

Two, | didn't want any fighting to break out or any -- you know, it going in the
wrong direction.

Q  So at this point --

A Marines are always in the front, not in the back.

Q  So, at this point, you're still under the assumption that you're going to be
able to go into the Capitol, the Capitol was open?

A Yes, sir.

Q  And what was the mood of the crowd as you were walking in the direction of
the Capitol shortly after noon on January 6th?

A The people that were -- like | said before, there weren't that many, but it had

started at that point.
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The megaphones and all that, it was more of a -- it changed. It was more of a
"we've got to get there now" type -- How do you explain it? It was like it was an urgency
to get there. And | didn't really understand it, but | wanted to be there to see what was
going on, so --

Q  Yousaid you didn't really understand it. What did you perceive, | guess,
the urgency to be centered around?

A | didn't at that point. |didn't. But the majority of the people that were
going up, going up early, they were not your grandmas and your grandpas. You know,
they weren't us fat guys.

Q  What were the people that were going over early? Do you recall what they
were dressed in, | guess the demographic of their age? Do you recall any of those
details?

A You know what, the age, probably mid-twenties to mid-thirties. | didn't
notice any uniforms or any of that until we got up there.

And, off to the left, as | was looking at the Capitol, that first barricade, if you
looked off to your left, | noticed a group, there may have been 20 or 30, and they looked
like they were in uniform, kind of a khaki-looking uniform with an orange hat. |didn't
know who they were. And | thought to myself they're not -- and they started going the
other way for a moment. And | thought, well, they've got something else going on that's
not a part of this.

Later on my son had told me that he saw that as well. | don't know who that
was. |I'm sure you could identify them if you look at the film.

Q  Sothe part that stood out, was it the orange hats you said? That's how you
kind of recall?

A The orange hats and | think it was khaki or green -- I'm not sure -- uniforms.
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not what we're about. [t's about -- the same thing | had been saying before.

Q  So let me get this straight. He had been shaking the fences before you
went up and spoke to him?

A Yes, sir.

Q  And what did you think he was about to do? What made you want to go
up to him specifically to talk to him?

A Well, he was trying to shake the barrier down.

Q  Did you think he was trying to break through the barrier to get to the Capitol
or just shake it in front of the Capitol Police?

A | didn't know. But something | noticed, these guys, all of these guys, they
knew what they were doing. This wasn't the first time they've done this. They would
push -- when they were -- when the police were trying to keep them out, they would push
and push and push so the police would push back so they couldn't break it down. And
then they would step back and pull it towards them, and the police would fall down, and
then they were in. They've done this before. This isn't a first-time deal for them. |
mean, | wouldn't have thought about doing that.

Q  What was your reaction -- or actually, before, did the individual say anything
back to you after you told him, Don't do this?

A | don't recall him saying anything.

Q  What was your reaction when -- because this was approximately a minute
later, about 12:55, the individual with the hat on backwards pushes through the
barricade. What was your reaction to the individuals pushing through that fencing?

A | believe | said, "No, no, no."

Q | guess if you're saying, "No, no, no," why did you follow the individuals up

the walkway?
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were telling them that we've made our point?

A | don't remember. | got called a lot of names that day.

Q How long did you do this, did you deescalate? How long were you walking
back and forth doing this?

A You know what; I'm not sure. Whenever that -- whenever they got to that
point -- I'm sure you've got some idea. Whenever they got to that point until it broke, |
was there the entire time.

Q  So, when it broke, did you follow the crowd into -- did you leave the Capitol?
Tell us what happened once --

A | took a couple of steps in, and | just looked around, and | was sick. There
was a lot of tear gas, a lot of bad stuff going on.

So | started to leave, and | heard somebody screaming for a medic. So, at that
point -- | had my first aid kit. At that point, | went in. | went up where | found an
individual that was laying on the ground. He was lifeless. | knelt down on one knee
and took his vitals. His heart was fibrillating almost. |t wasn't beating properly, and he
was not breathing.

And another medic showed up, somebody that is a medic. I'm not a medic. |
have had EMT training, but I'm not current. |started -- | said: He's not breathing. |
was getting ready to do CPR.

And he said: Let's find out if he's epileptic.

And he asked him if he had a seizure, blink your eyes if you did. And he blinked
his eyes. And at that point we picked him up and started getting him out.

And | lost my voice at that point because | was telling people: Emergency,
emergency. Please clear the way.

And we got all the way out to the lawn down by the road. We had to cross one
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This is the exact same time of the video that | just played. Help us understand
this text. What did you mean by "orchestrate"? What did you orchestrate?

A | just meant that | got -- you have to understand our relationship,
uncle-nephew. We hunt together. We fun with each other. We do that kind of stuff.

What | meant by "orchestrate," | helped get people there.

At that point, | didn't know that they were breaking into the Capitol. |didn't
windows had been broken. |didn't know anybody was in the Capitol. If | answered
him, that means | was on -- at 2:12, | was on my way back to the hotel room.

Q  Okay. So, at this point, you're now away from the Capitol Complex?

A Exactly.

Q  Allright. And when you say, "l was in the front with a few others," what
time are you referring to? What are you referring to, "l was in front with a few others"?

A | was in the front.

Q | guess|'m just trying to understand. | guess what we would like to
understand is why are you telling your nephew this at this time?

A | was pretty proud that we were all there. | mean, | wasn't proud of some
people, but, for the majority of the people there, they were pretty peace-loving people.
| mean, they were like me. The atmosphere was good except for those people that
were trying to take it in a different direction.

Q  Andthe people that were trying to take it in a different direction, were these
the type of people that you were talking to to deescalate throughout the morning and on
January 5th?

A Right. The same type of people on the 5th as well.

Q  Going back to walking up the platform, | want to make sure | understand.

Did you go up like stairs at all?
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| wasn't talking about the damage and all that stuff. Getting people there, yeah,
| was taking credit for it. | was taking --

Q Isee.

A -- credit for it.

Q |didn't mean to interrupt you. I'm sorry, Mr. Epps.

A Not a problem. Thank you.

Q  Soyou were proud of orchestrating the energy, the march to the Capitol, the
expression of strongly held views about the election, but not the violent part, the part
that made you turn away?

A Yeah, exactly. | mean, it's an embarrassment. It's -- it took away -- what
they did took away from everything. Who's going to listen to anybody when something
like that's going on?

Q Yeah. Well, it's interesting to me that you watch these videos, and you
emerge as a leader. You're there trying to talk to people, talk sense into people. No
one appointed you or asked you to do that, but you took that upon yourself. Tell me
more about those decisions. Did you see yourself as an orchestrator or a leader?

A No. |just--1know in my mind what | wanted to see, and that was a
peaceful demonstration. | wanted our elected leaders to see that we had problems with
the election, and there shouldn't be doubt in Americans' lives -- Americans' minds about
an election. | think we failed -- or we failed -- | think the elected officials failed us
because there was doubt in people's minds. There shouldn't be doubt, not like that.

There's always somebody saying, Oh, it was stolen. | mean, that's been going on
for eons. But this time, having experienced it myself with five ballots coming to my
house, ballots are sacred almost. They're hard to get. | mean -- or they should be. |

had valid concerns with that. And | know that | heard a lot of stories. Yeah, they're
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news. |turnedthe news off in January. It was quite depressing. And in order to get
through this, | had to turn the news off. And that's all-news channels. We have not
watched it this whole time. It would drive me insane, so we just turned it off, so.

Q  So going back to January 6th, you leave the Capitol -- all right. So you sent
that text to your nephew around 2:12, so approximately if that's kind of a time point
would you estimate that you left the Capitol grounds?

A Yes.

Q  Around that time?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. And where did you go when you left the Capitol?

A | was making my way back to the hotel room, and our phones -- | tried to call
my son several times. |'m sure you see that on the phone records. The phones
weren't working really well, and the batteries were going dead. | tried to plug in my
address -- or the hotel, and it took me to the wrong -- there's several Marriott hotels in
D.C., so |l end up at the wrong hotel. | went inside. They told me how to get to the
next one.

| -- | came outside, | started walking and somebody -- there was ambulances
everywhere, things going on. Somebody told me, you need to take your Trump -- your
Trump hat off and hide it. |said why? And they said, Well, they just shot two Trump
supporters down the street and -- because they had their Trump stuff on. So | put that
away. |found a gentleman that had just pulled up, he had a Trump hat on, he was in a
car, and | told him, I'd be glad to pay you to take me to my room. But we just had a
shooting down the street and they shot two Trump supporters. So he said he would do
it. Hedidn't want it to be paid. He took me to my hotel and | went upstairs.

Q  Anddid you watch news of the coverage at the Capitol at all that evening?
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A Started watching the news, and that's when | found out how bad it really
got.

Q  And what were your thoughts, as you were watching the news coverage of
how bad it was getting at the Capitol?

A That this was -- it was very sad. It saddened me. You know, it was
terrible what happened.

Q  Were you with your son at this point when you got back to the hotel -- or
when were you able to connect back with your son?

A Well, Jim and his friend were back, and they got separated in the crowd.
Jim was helping people trying to get them out of there, some older ladies and stuff. So
they got separated. So his friend got back to the hotel before | -- before he did. And
we had heard that -- well, the shootings that | told you about, | was quite concerned
because | thought that it might be them.

Then his friend showed up, and Jim didn't show up for quite some time, so we
were quite concerned. | couldn't leave there because if he showed up, then he'd go
back. There was a curfew approaching, and anyway, he showed up so it all worked out.

Q  Sovyourson arrived at the hotel before the curfew?

A | believe so, yes.

Q  What did you all do the rest of the evening? Did you just watch news
coverage or -- what did you all do?

A We watched the news.

Q  And what was your son and his friend's view of what they were seeing?
Was it all the same as what you were thinking?

A Say again.

Q  Did your son and his friend, did they have the same views about what they
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And we saw another call on January 5th from a Mr. Paul Carver. | believe

you mentioned that one earlier. Does that sound familiar?

A

Q

>

Q
A

Q

Yes, sir.

And Mr. Carver, does he work for the FBI or CIA or NSA, to your knowledge?
Not that I'm aware of, sir.

And you all did not discuss plans of inciting a riot or anything on January 6th?
No, sir.

We saw calls on January 6th from Mr. Scott Epps. | believe you mentioned

that one earlier. Is that your brother?

A

o

> O >

o

Epps?

A

Q

Brother.

And what was the nature of your calls with him on January 6th, if you recall?
Tell him what was going on, what | observed.

And your brother as well, is he an FBIl agent or work with the CIA or NSA?
No, sir.

There were calls on the evening with a Mr. Darryl Epps. Who is Mr. Darryl

That's my brother.
Okay. And same nature of the call with him on January 6th probably?
Exactly.

And then Ms. Robyn Epps -- there were calls and text messages on January

5th and 6th -- that's your wife, correct?

A

Q

That's my wife.

So with the calls with Mr. Scott Epps, Darryl Epps, Ms. Robyn Epps, these

were calls to family members?

A

Yes.
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Q  Canyou share a little bit more with us, Mr. Epps, about what you and
Mr. Carver talked about at dinner on the 5th?

A Just regular -- not much. | mean, surface talk --

Q  Was he in Washington for the rally?

A -- surface talk, you know, how'd your day go, that kind of stuff. Gotto
know each other. What time are you going to the rally, we're going to get there early,
that kind of stuff.

Q  Okay.

A | mean, it was -- it was a party atmosphere. There -- there wasn't a lot of
restaurants open. So there was a lot of Trump supporters in these little restaurants
when you could find them open. It was a party atmosphere. | mean, people were
having a good time. It was --

Q  Did he share with you what his intentions were for the rally? Did he have
anything particular in mind in terms of going to the Capitol, making his voice heard,
anything like that?

A | -- I don't recall anything out of the ordinary. | didn't know him that well.
| mean, | met him once before, and then that day | got calls from him. So that was the
second time I'd met him. | don't know much about him. He seemed like a really nice
guy. He probably talked to me about his reasons for being there. |don't remember.
| don't recall. It's not remarkable.

Q  Did you connect with him at all on the 6th?

A No, sir, | didn't.

Q  Have you talked to him since?

A | have not -- well, | did the other day when you asked that | -- | tell you who

all these people are with the phone records. So | called and | said, excuse me, | have this
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tracking that as well?

A Yes, sir.

Q How has--

A [Inaudible.]

Q  How have these reports and now elected leaders also talking about your
alleged involvement, how has this changed, if it has at all, your life at all?

A Well, I'm going to -- I'm going to start with the most tragic. Give me a
minute because | get a little emotional.

| have 38 grandkids and one of them [inaudible.] Those grandkids are being
picked on at school because of what their granddad did, because there's not a lot of Epps
in the country. Now, these grandkids I've taught their whole lives, and their parents
have taught their whole lives, we obey the law, we -- we choose to do right, we stick up
for those that are less fortunate. We do those things.

I'm a fighter by nature, but I'm a Christian by choice. That's what we've taught
our grandkids. Now, that's just part of it.

The other part is, my wife is not living in our home right now. We have death
threats. Some of them are very credible, and it's not good. Our business is -- we went
from five to six weddings a week, now we're down to two to three a week, and we're not
getting the calls. We're not getting the -- the -- well, we have these Google accounts
and all these different things, and they've absolutely destroyed us. It's -- it's very
disheartening.

And the leaders that try to -- try to ride this thing for gain, for whatever purpose
they're doing it, | just -- | just believe that they could do better. It's very -- it's saddened
me because | -- | respected these people.

And not just them. The news, | respected them, watched them. You get better
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